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w h
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e r
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,
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e

d X
u

X i
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k
e
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H
e

w
a s a n a t i

v e o
f J i

a n
g y i

n
,

N

a n z
h i l i

(
p

r e s e n t J i
a n
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o u n t y

,

J i
a n
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s u
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r o v

i
n c e

)

a n
d l i
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n t h
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i
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e e

m b
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e
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o n

g
e o

g
r a

P h i
c a

l
e x

P l
o r a t i

o n s

一
an undertaking w hieh he w asto earry on during the next30 years or50

.
In his exPlora-

tions,

h
e e o v e

re d t h
e

g
r e a t e r

P
a r

t
o

f C h i
n a

,

t i re l
e s s

l y P
r o

b i
n

g i
n t o t h

e
m y

s t e r
i

e s o
f t h

e n a
-

t u r e
.

t h
e

P l
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l d
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d
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d
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a n

d t h
e

l
o e a

l
e o n

d i t i
o n s a n

d
c u s t o

m
s o

f t h
e

P l
a e e s t h

r o u
g h w h i

c
h h

e
h

a
d t

r a v e
l

-

le d t h
a t d

a
y

,
a n

d w
o u

l d
a

l 感0 re c o rd h is o w n o b se rv a tio n s
.

H e h a s left u s th e P re e io u s 6 0 0
,

0 0 0 一
ordandmulti一v o lu m e w o rk一X u X iake

,
5

T
r a v

-

e l
s l
‘一2 1

.

x t gi
v e s a v i v i d d e s e r i p t i o n o r t h e n a t u r a l l a n d s e a p e s a n d s o e i a l h i s t o r y o f C h i

l l a

3 0 0 一4 0 0 y e a rs a g o
.
F r o m h is b o o k it e a n b e se e n th a t h e in itia te d a n e w o r ie n ta tio n o n th e

stu d y o f g eo g ra P h y
,

1

.

e

. ,
s

y
s e

m
a t i

c a
l l y

o
b

s e r v
i

n
g

n a t u r a
l P h

e n o
m

e n a a n
d d

e s c r
i b i

n
g g

e o
-

g
r a

p h i
e a

l
c o n

d i t i
o n s [

, ]
.

B a s in g h i s a n a
ly

s e s u p o n s i m p le y e t p r e c i s e
m

e a s u r e
m

e n t s a n d e o
m

-

P r e h e n s i v e d e s e r
i P t i o n s o f g e o g

r a P h i c a l e o d i t i o n s
,

h
e

i
n v e s t 福g a te d th

e r e la tio n s h iP
s
b e tw e e n

th e v a ri o u s g e o g r a P h ie a l P h e n o m
e n a a n d m

a d e a
e o
m P a r a ti

v e s tu d y o f th e d i
ffe

r e n t g e o
-

g r a P h ic a l fe a t u re
s o f v a r io u s r e g io n s

.
T h u s

,

h
e

b
r o

k
e t h

r o u
g h t h

e
l i m i t a t i

o n s o
f

e
l

a s s
i

e a
l

G
e o
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r a

p h y
a n

d p
r o
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o t e
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e v e
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o
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e n t t o
w

a r e
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o
d
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g

r a
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[
4
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1

.

X U H O N G Z U

,

5 E D U C A T O N

,
L I E F A N D

W
O R K

A
s e a r

ly
a s t h

e
S

o n
g D y

n a s t y
(

1 l t

h--

1 3 t h
e e n t u r

y A

.

D

.

)

,

J
a n

g y i
n

,

X
u
‘
s
b i

r t h P l
a e e

,

w
a s

a
l re

a
d y

a
fa m

o u s t r a
d

e
P

o r
t

.

I
n t h

e
m i d 一M i

n g D y n
a sty (1 s th 一 1 7 th ee n tu ry A

.
D
.
)

,
e o

m

-

m
o

d i t y
e c o n o

m y w
a s

fl
o u

ri
s

h i
n

g i
n

J i
a n

g
yi

n a n
d t h i

s
P l

a c e
b

e c a
m

e
w

e
l l 一k n o w n fo r its te x

-

tile in d u stry a n d tra d e
.
X u H o n g zu w a s b o rn i厅 a se h o la rly fa m ily

.
T h e fa m ily

‘
5

fi
n a n

ci
a
l
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i t
u a t i

o n
h
a
d d

e o
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n e

d w h
e n

i
n
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s
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t h
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g
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o n
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e
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,

h
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,
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d
a

g
a
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g
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r o
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d
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b l
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T h
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m p
e t e
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ru l l y
o n t h

e
m
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k

e t [
5

]

.

H i
s

m
o t h
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e
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a n

d
s e a

P
e

i
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e c o u n t r
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,

w h i
e
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a
d

e a
d

e e
P i m P

r e s s
i

o

m
o n t h

e
y

o u n
g X

u
H

o n
g

z u

.

I
n t h

e
l

a t e r
y

e a r s
,

ev

e r
y t i m

e
h

e

re
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o

m
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ft

e r a
l

o n
g

j
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y

,

h
e

w
o u

l d re

e o u n t w i t h d
c

l i g h t t o
h i
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m

o t h
e r

h i
s e x

P
e
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-
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d
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l
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g
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d
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l d
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h
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d d
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l
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f d i
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.

H i
s
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o t h
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w
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h i

s
fi

r s t
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P

r e e
i
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v e
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e n
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n
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5
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g i
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r o c
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i
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o n

d
s

,
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n

g fl
o

w
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d
o t h

-

e r
P l
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,

b
u

i l d i
n

g P
av

i l i
o n s a n

d
5 0 o n

.

H
e a

l
s o o

ft
e n t r a v e

l l
e

d
a n

d t o o
k P l

e a s u r e
i

n
b

e a u t i

-

fu l
s c e n e

ri
e s

.
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s c

h i l d h
o o

d

,

X
u

H
o n

g
zu

w
a s a e

l
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b
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e r o

f
n a

tu
r e ;

h
e

w
a s
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n

d
o

f t r a v
-

e
l l i

n
g

a n
d b

e e a
m

e
fa m i l i

a r
w i t h t h

e n a
m

e s o
f m

a n
y k i

n
d

s o
f

a n
i m

a
l

s a n
d P l

a n t s

.
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g
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X
u
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o n
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u
b

e
g

a n t o
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a
d w i d

e
l y

.

B
o o

k
s o n

h i
s t o

ry
a n

d 罗ograPhy
,

t
ra

v e
l

a
cc

o u n t s

a n
d l

o e a
l

c
h

r o n
i

c a
l

s
fa

s c
i

n a
te d h i m m

o s t a n
d w i t h i

n a
fe w y

e a r s
,

h
e

be

e a
m

e
k

n o
w

n a s a

l
e a r n e

d
s e

h
o

l
a r

.

W
h

e n
X

u
H

o n

gZ

u
w

a s
1 7

,

h i
s

fa
t h

e r
w

a s t h re
a t e n e

d b y
a

g
r o u

P
o

f ri
e

h
a n

d P
o

w
e

rfu

l

m
e n

,
a n

d
a s a

re
s u

l t

,

d i
e

d
a

ffe

r
b ei

n
g b

e
d 一rid d e n fo r so m e tim e

,

X
u

H

o n
g

zu
d

ec
i d

e
d

t
o

d
e

-

v o
t

e
h i

m

s e
l f

t
o

i
n

ve

s
t

i g
a

t
i

n
g

t
h

e
g

e o
g

r a
P h y

o
f C h i

n a

,

i
n s t e a

d
o

f fo l l
o

w i
n

g
a e a r e e r

i
n t h

e

o

ffi

e
i

a
l d

o
m w h i

ch
w

o u
l d h

a

ve
b

r o u
g h t li te

r a 仃 ho n o u rs o ffi eia l ran k an d a h an d so m e sa la
-

ry
.
T hro u gh ou t h is life

,

h
e

P
e r s

i
s t e

d i
n

h i
s e

h
o s e n c o u r s e

,
s t

riv

i
n

g t o o
b t a

i
n a

g
e n u

i
n e

k
n o

w

-

l
e

d 罗 during hi s 30 years o f exp lo ratio尹
·

n

.

X U
H O

N G Z
U

,

5 C O N T R I B U T I O N S T O G E O G R A P H Y

1

.

o
n t h

e
b

a s
i

s o
f

o

n--

t h
e 一 sP o t inv

e stig a tio n s
,

X
u

H
o n

g
z u

d
e s c r

i b
e

d i
n

d
e t ai l t h

e
g

e
-

o
g

r a
P h i

e a
l

c o n
d i t i

o n s o
f t h

e
Y

u n n a n 一G u izh
o u P la te a u a n d its F iv e 瓦dge s(sPanning the

bord ers on one side betw een H enan and Jiangxi
,

a n
d

o n t h
e o t h

e r
b

e

tw

e e n
G

u a n
g d

o n
g

a n
d

G
u a n

g
x

i
)

,

t h
u s c o

rre

c t e
d t h

e
m i

s t a
k

e n v
i

e
w

s a n
d

v a
g

u e e o n c e
P t i

o n s
P

rev

i
o u s

ly he
l d

a
b

o u t

th
e s e

P l
ac

e s

.

2

.

H
e

w
a s o n e o

f t h
e

fi
r s t i

n t h
e

w
o r

l d t o
P

u t
fo

rw

a r
d t h

e s c
i

e n t i fi
e e o n e e

P t o
f w

a t e r-

s
h

e
d

.

H
e a

l
s o e o

rre

e t l y
e s t i m

a
te d t h

e r a t i
o

b
e

tw

e e n t h
e

d
r a

i
n a

g
e a

re
a o

f t h
e

C h
a n 自iang

(Y
angtze R iver) and H uanghe R ive

r (Y ellow ) R iverasZ
:1
.

3
.
H e indePendently observ ed and reeorded the erosion and sedim entation of w ater

cu
rrents

.
In addition

,

h
e

d i
v

i d
e

d
e r o s

i
o n

i
n t o

d i l介ren t fo r们n s s u e h a s v e r tic a l d o w n w a r d

e r o s io n
,

h
o

ri
z o n t a

l
s

i d
e

w i
s e e r o s

i
o n a n

d
5 0 o n

.

4

.

M

a
k i

n
g

u s e o
f t h

e

m

e t h
o

d
o

l
o

g y
o

f
c o

m P
a r a t i

v e s t u
d y P

o
P

u
l

a r

i
n

m

o
d

e r n

G

e o
g

r a

-

P h y

,

X
u

H
o n

g
zu

fo
n

d t h
a t o

f t w
o

ri
v e r s

w i t h b
o t h t h

e s a
m

e
d

a t u
m P l

a n e a n
d

a
l m

o s t t h
e

s a
m

e a
l t i t u

d
e o

f t h
e

i
r s o u r

ee
s

,

t h
e o n e

w h
o s e s o u r e s

h
a s a s

h
o r

t e r
d i

s
t a n e e a

w
a

y fr
o

m
t h

e

d
a 切m P lan

e or w hieh h as a grea ter sP eed of fl ow w ill eau es grea ter ero sion
.
T his seien tifi e

eo nelu sio n w as b a sed u P o n P reci se m ea su rem en ts o f altitu de an d d ista nee
.
5
.
T h e area of

K arst to P o grap h y i
n so u th ern C h in a

,
o n e o

f t
he

l
a r

g
e s t

K
a r s t a

re
a

i
n t h

e
w

o r
l d

,
o

cc
u

P i
e s

a
P P

r o x
i m

a t e
l y

o n e t h i
rd

o
f t h

e t o t a
l

a
re

a o
f K

a r s t t o
P

o
g

r

ap
h y i

n t h
e e o u n t r

y

.

o
ve

r
3 5 0

ye

a r s a
g

o
,

X
u

H
o n

g
z u

m
a

d
e t h

e
fi

r s t c o
m P

r e
h

e n s
i

v e
,

s
y

s t e
m

a t i
e a n

d
s c

i
e n t i fi

e
i

n v e s t i g
a t i

o

o
f K

a r s t t o
P

o
gr

ap
h y

.

H
e c

l
a s s

i fi
e

d
a n

d
n

am

e
d t h

e s e t o
P

o
g

r a
P h i

e
fe

a t u
re

s
,

d
e s e

ri b i
n

g t h
e

ch

a r

ac
t e r o

f
e

ac
h

e a
te g

o r
y

.

T h
e e a

te g
o r

i
e s a

re
a s

fo l l
o

w
s

(
1

)
d i

n t s a n
d k

a
rr

e n s
,

(
2

)
k

a r s t fi
s

-

su

r e s
,

(
3

)

s
i

n
k h

o
le

s
,

(
4

)
k

a r s t
fu

n n e
l

s
,

(
5

)
k

a r s t d
e

P re
s s

i
o n s

,

(
6

)
k

a r s t s
h

a
ft

s
,

(
7

)
k

a r s t

b
a s

i
n s

,

(
8

)
b li

n
d
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o t e s
,

(
1 4

)
P

e a
k 一fo re sts

,

(
1 5

)
k

a r s t e
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d d
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d
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d d
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b
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i d
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e o
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P
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.
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e o
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e c
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n t e r

i
o r

l
a n

d
s e a

P
e a n

d
5 0 o n

.
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u
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d d
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i
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l l
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e r
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e o
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.
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